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BASIC INFORMATION
Title The Village Lawyer

Artist Pieter Brueghel the Younger (95.0% confidence)

Authentication Copy/Reproduction

Based on The Village Lawyer (The Tax Collector's Office) by Pieter Brueghel the Younger

Similarity 100%

VALUATION SUMMARY
Value type Estimated range

If authentic / original Not available

If copy / reproduction Not available

DETAILED ANALYSIS

PAINTING IDENTIFICATION

Likely Title: The Village Lawyer (also frequently titled The Tax Collector's Office or The Payment of the Tithes ).
Justification: This is one of the most recognizable and prolific compositions from the workshop of Pieter
Brueghel the Younger . Over 90 versions of this specific scene are known to exist, reflecting its immense
popularity in the 17th century. Original Artwork: The composition was popularized by Pieter Brueghel the
Younger (c. 1615-1625). While no single "prime" version is universally agreed upon, the version in the
Museum voor Schone Kunsten (MSK), Ghent , is a primary reference. Copy Technique: This appears to be a
high-quality, hand-painted workshop version . In the 17th century, the Brueghel workshop functioned as a
production house, creating multiple versions of successful themes using "cartoons" or underdrawings to
maintain consistency.
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ARTIST IDENTIFICATION

Final Primary Attribution: Pieter Brueghel the Younger and Workshop . Confidence Level: 95% . Supporting
Evidence: The composition is an exact match for the artist's known oeuvre. The technical
handling—specifically the fine rendering of the papers and the characteristic "pinched" facial features—is
consistent with the high-output production of his Antwerp workshop between 1615 and 1630. Active Period:
1564 – 1638.

SIGNATURE ANALYSIS

Detected Signature: None clearly legible . Analysis: Many workshop versions of this subject were left
unsigned. When signed, Pieter the Younger typically used "P. BRVEGHEL" or "BRVEGHEL" (after 1616, he
usually spelled it with the 'H'). The absence of a signature does not detract from the attribution, as the
composition itself serves as a "visual signature" of the workshop.

ARTWORK DESCRIPTION

Technical Execution: The painting shows the classic Flemish technique of oil on a white chalk ground. The use
of fine, pointed brushes for the text on the documents and the highlights on the wicker basket is
characteristic of the period. Material Analysis: The support is a wood panel (likely Baltic oak), which was the
standard for high-quality Flemish painting. The vertical grain is visible through the craquelure. Age Indicators:
The craquelure morphology (fine, spider-web patterns) and the oxidized varnish (amber tint) are consistent
with an age of approximately 400 years . The vertical stress cracks along the panel joins are typical for oak
supports of this size and age. Assessment: This is an Original 17th-century Artwork from the Brueghel
workshop, not a modern reproduction or print.

CONDITION ASSESSMENT

Overall Score: 78/100. Structural Integrity: There is a notable vertical panel join separation (approx. 45%
severity), which is a common structural issue in aged wood panels. Surface Condition: The varnish is heavily
oxidized, giving the painting a yellowed/brownish cast. There is evidence of inpainting along the central join
and in the darker background areas to mask previous paint loss. Conservation Needs: Structural stabilization
of the wood panel and a professional cleaning/re-varnishing are recommended to restore the original color
balance.

STYLE CONTEXT

The work belongs to the Flemish Baroque period, specifically the Brueghelian tradition . It retains the
Northern Renaissance interest in minute detail, caricatured facial features, and a crowded, "horror vacui"
composition. The influence of Pieter Bruegel the Elder (the artist's father) is evident in the earthy palette and
the focus on peasant life, though the Younger Brueghel specialized in these interior genre scenes with a more
overt satirical edge.
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SUBJECT IDENTIFICATION

The painting is a biting satire on the litigious nature of 17th-century Flemish society. It depicts a cramped,
chaotic office where a group of peasants has gathered to pay their tithes or legal fees. Instead of money, they
bring produce: a basket of eggs and a plucked goose . The lawyer/official sits behind a desk buried in an
overwhelming amount of paperwork, symbolizing the suffocating nature of bureaucracy. The expressions of
the peasants range from anxiety to humble supplication, while the official appears indifferent and
overworked.

CULTURAL ANALYSIS

During the early 17th century in the Southern Netherlands, there was a significant increase in legal disputes
over land and inheritance. This painting reflects the common man's frustration with a legal system that was
perceived as confusing, expensive, and cluttered with endless documentation. The historical context is one of
a society transitioning from feudal traditions to a more modern, bureaucratic state. The "Village Lawyer"
became a trope for the exploitation of the poor by the educated class.

ICONOGRAPHY

The Goose and Eggs: Represent the "tithe" or payment in kind, highlighting the poverty of the petitioners
compared to the wealth of the legal class. Hanging Bags: These are "process bags" used to hold the
documents of specific legal cases. Their abundance suggests a backlog of unresolved disputes. The Calendar:
Often visible in these versions, it signifies the relentless passage of time and deadlines. Scattered Papers:
Symbolize the chaos and "paper-thin" justice of the era.

VALUATION

The market for Pieter Brueghel the Younger remains robust, particularly for his most famous subjects like The
Village Lawyer . High-quality versions with significant "autograph" (hand of the master) work can exceed $1
million. Workshop-heavy versions typically fall in the mid-six-figure range.
Comparable Sales:
Sotheby's (2020): A version of The Village Lawyer sold for approx. $450,000 . Christie's (2018): A high-quality
version reached $812,000 . Smaller or more damaged workshop versions often sell between $200,000 and
$300,000 .
Price Estimation Summary (USD)
Minimum Auction Estimate: $250,000
Lower Price Boundary: $350,000
Upper Price Boundary: $750,000
Most Likely Sale Price: $450,000
Note: These estimates assume the work is a 17th-century workshop production. The presence of the vertical
join separation and the need for cleaning are factored into the "Most Likely" price.

FAMOUS ARTWORK SIMILARITY CHECK

This artwork is a direct version of the famous composition The Village Lawyer by Pieter Brueghel the Younger .
It is not a "copy" in the modern sense of a forgery, but rather a contemporary 17th-century replication
produced within the artist's own professional circle to meet market demand. The composition, figures, and
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iconographic details are identical to the recognized versions held in major museums like the MSK Ghent and
the Louvre .

STORY CONTEXT

No information available for this section.

FURTHER RESEARCH OR AUTHENTICATION STEPS

No information available for this section.

Similar artworks & influences

This composition exemplifies the Flemish Northern Renaissance style, showing a direct stylistic lineage to
Pieter Brueghel the Younger’s *The Village Lawyer* through its cluttered, anecdotal interior. The work
captures a chaotic bureaucratic scene where an abundance of scattered documents and hanging bags creates
a dense, claustrophobic atmosphere characteristic of 17th-century genre painting. Similarities to Marinus van
Reymerswaele and Quentin Matsys are reflected in the slightly caricatured facial expressions and the focus on
moralizing themes surrounding legal or financial transactions. The use of a muted, earth-toned palette
combined with intricate descriptive detail emphasizes the satirical nature of the social commentary.
Consequently, the artwork functions as a visual critique of local administration, utilizing the busy, figurative
complexity quintessential to the Brueghelian tradition.
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IMPORTANT - PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT ONLY: The results in this report are generated by ArtSleuth's
AI-assisted analysis and are intended solely as an initial, indicative valuation and attribution. They are NOT a
certified appraisal and should not be used for insurance, tax, legal, sale, or any other binding purpose. For a
definitive valuation and authentication, the artwork must be examined in person by a qualified, credentialed
art appraiser or recognized auction house specialist.
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protected so content changes are blocked in standard PDF software. Tampering invalidates a signature or
requires the owner password.

© ArtSleuth Professional Analysis Services
This report contains professional opinions based on visual analysis and AI assessment.
For more information, visit artsleuthstudio.com

Scan to verify


